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guardian spirit had foretold it to him in a dream, but in
the mean time he would stand between them and their
pursuers, that they might return in safety to their people.

His comrades reluctantly left him, and to a man they
arrived at their homes in safety. The Dakotas, at a peace
party, afterwards told of the last brave struggle of the “ Big
Ojibway.” They found him seated in a clump of tall grass,
on a small prairie, calmly smoking his pipe. The van of
the Dakotas stopped suddenly at seeing him, and com-
menced leaping from side to side to distract his aim, as
they expected him to fire in their midst : but the Ojibway
warrior appearing to take no notice of them, they ceased
their dodging, and awaited the arrival of the whole party,
being uncertain in what light to consider the conduct of
their fearless and stoical enemy, and fearful that it was
some ruse to decoy them into an ambush of a larger party
of the enemy, than had yet appeared.

When the Dakotas had all assembled, they gradually
and cautiously surrounded the warrior, and when they had
discovered the fact of his being entirely alone, they com-
menced firing at him. At the first volley the brave man
fell forward as if dead, and the Dakotas in a body ran for-
ward to secure his scalp. As they reached him, he
suddenly sprang up, and shooting down the foremost war-
rior, he rushed among the thickest ranks, and dispatched
another with the stock of his gun; then drawing his knife,
he continued to fight till pierced by many spear points and
barbed arrows, he fell on his knees. Still, his blood well-
ing from many a gaping wound, he yelled his war-whoop,
and fairly kept his numerous enemies at bay, till, weakened
by loss of blood and continued wounds, the bravest of the
Dakotas grappled with him, and seizing his sealp lock,
severed with his knife the head from his body. It is said
that during the whole fight, the Ojibway warrior had
laughed at his enemies, and his face, after the head had



